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<  best and highest of men,   avoiding the lowest and CHAP. 6 worst,   attains eminence;   but sinks, by an opposite    IV*
<  conduct, to the class of the servile.
246.  * HE, who perseveres in good actions,  in sub-
<  duing his passions, in bestowing largesses, in gentle-' ness of manners, who bears hardships patieiitly, who * associates not with the malignant, who gives pain to
<  no sentient being,  obtains final beatitude,
247.  ' "WooD,  water,  roots,  fruit,   and food placed ' before him without his request, he may accept from ' all men;  honey also,   and protection-from danger.
248.  * Gold, or other alms, voluntarily brought and
<  presented,   but  unasked  and  unpromised,   BRAHMA' 6 considered as receivable even from a sinner:
249.  * Of him,   who   shall  disdain to  accept  such ' alms, neither will the manes eat the funeral oblations
<  for fifteen years, nor will the fire convey the burnt
<  sacrifice to the gods,
250.   * A bed,   houses,   blades   of cusa,   perfumes, 4 water, flowers, jewels, butter-milk, ground rice, fish, c new milk, flesh-meat,  and green vegetables, let him c not proudly reject.
251.  * When he wishes to relieve his natural parents ' or spiritual father, his wife or others,  whom he is ' bound to maintain,   or when he is preparing to ho-
<  nour deities or guests, he may receive gifts from any ' person, but must not gratify himself with such pre-
' sents :
252. ' If